High-dose anthracycline induction in adult acute lymphocytic leukemia.
Many anthracyclines seem to be essential components of chemotherapy in adult ALL patients. The results of different studies suggest that 1. anthracyclines increase the probability of CR 2. complete response is obtained earlier with the use of high-dose anthracyclines 3. the optimal timing for anthracycline administration is probably the very early phase of the disease, because an earlier CR is a favorable prognostic indicator in ALL 4. high-dose DNM may be beneficial: given at high dosage in a dose-intensive way it can reduce the occurrence of relapse. There is evidence from randomized and nonrandomized studies that anthracyclines increase the CR rates when added to other classic components of ALL therapy. The dose and dose intensity of DNM during induction may influence duration of CR and long-term prognosis. Although anthracyclines in induction are only part of a complex program of therapy for adult ALL, the dose and dose intensity of anthracyclines may become important components of the armamentarium against this devastating disease.